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At Alexandria in Egypt:. . ,■ 

Delivered in a Letter to a Perfon of Honour, from Tunis in <Barbary. 

My Lord ', * 

I Doubt not but there hath conte to your Lordfliips hands,bcfr>re now,the Re- 
lation of the Adventures of a Chrijliati-Ship, in a late Letter from Legorn in 
Italy, done indeed by a very ingenious 1 Pen, but differing perhaps in fome 
Circumftances, from whac is nakedly and genuinely true; and believing it 
will be no lefs grateful to your Lord/hip, to. hear the Relation of the Fortunes and 
Advfcnttires of another Chrifl tan "Ship (not much different in Intereft from the o- 
tbeO I have prefumed to prefent theni to yolur Lordfhip in this Paper, with as : 
iritich of ! trurh and brevity as lean. , 

^Th&tswas riding,notlong ago.in thfct famous Port ofjMexanJriain&tfpt, a 
ariftathSb^ which, although of no immenfe bulk or greatnefs, yet To well' 
compared and mqnitcd,both within and without, a9 (he was not only able to de-' 
fend her felfirom the attacks and violence of others, but alfo give a law to moil 
ef the* Veflets round about her, being mod excellently and ftrongly manned, but 
with people of Various fentiments and opinions, which cannot much be wondred 
ar, amfdft thefcrcat confluence and numbers of mariners which daily did attend" 
her. J 

The Captain of this Ship (who hath commanded her for thefe fcvcral years 
by-paft, and who, amongft the molt illuftrious perfons on the Earth, gives place 
to none) was fecorided in his Government by a Lieutenant of a very iliuflnous 
birth and €)uality,and a Standard-bearer, who (though but young) hath eiven ex- 
traordinary proofs both of his Courage and Conduct, in feVeral ercat^Lrieaee- 
roents in the world. ;fl < bb 

This Ship, thus happy in her Commanders, happy alfo in her Navigations, 
and ah umverfal Trade, and Peace with all, had all the felicities a Temporal 
Jntereft could be capable of, where fuddenly there broke out a dark difcovcry 
of * horrid Plot, not only againft the Ship it (elf, but alfo a Confpiracy detedted" 
agairtit the perfoh and life of this famous Captain. 

AHmenifoodama2ed,all men flood wondring with confterriation from whence 
this Storm fhoiild come, where it pleafed God that (cither through a rcmorfc 
inforrieofthcConfpirators, or rather an extraordinary work of Divine Provi- 
dence) two or three of thofc who had been engaged in it, came and gave the 
foft Twinkling Light, by which it was found to be hatched at Grand Caird by 
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ihc chief Mufty or Biihop there, wherein (as was faid ) he had principally 
made ufcof the miniftration and fcrvicc of thcXoftys (a certain Religious Order 
in thefc parts) and half Chriftians. < 

The Captain, not to bc'wanting to his own Security, and that of the Ships, 
gave prefent Orders, that the detectors' fhould be forthwith examined before 
himfelf, and his lefler Council; wheie finding upon Oath, matter enough againft 
fcvcral of them, all that could be named to it both of a higher and lower condi- 
tion were feized on, and fecured, and many or thefc Coftycs ( upon particular 
Informations againft thcm)being brought to their Try al before the Judge- Advo- 
cate of the Ship, were found guilty, and condemned, and accordingly fuflcrcd 
capital punilhmcnt for the fame. 

But here we muft take notice, that that which gave the grcatefl light, and con- 
firmation of this Plot, was the batbarous aflafiination or murther that happened 
about that time, to be committed upontheperfonof an Officer in fome Authority 
about the regulation of the Peace and behaviour of the Mariners, who had been 
very induftrious in the finding out, and fecuring of thefc Coftyes, and their abet- 
tors j this being alfo difcovered by one or two that had but too deep a hand in 
it, made this opinion of the Plot more and more obvious every day, although it 
was faid, many of the Muftv's Religion in theShip ("of the more fobcr and mode- 
rate fort of them) did abfolutely difown fucha thing, as abhorrent to their nature 
and principles, and have declared (how truly, let it be to themfelves) that if the 
chief Mufty at Cairo, with all his Dependents, fliould but once promote any 
thing that were dcftru&ive to the Captain, or his Ship, they would utterly difown 
him in it, and help to prefctve either of them, with the utmoft of their lives and 
fortunes. 

But to return from this digrejfion, I muft proceed to tell your Lord/hip, that 
about that time it was, that thefe dete&ors (having won themfelves into a good 
opinion with the Captain's greater Council) begun to fly higher in their accufa- 
tions, whereupon feveral of the Mufty's Religion, of the bed rank, who were 
thought to have correfponded with him, or received any Commands from him, 
were fecured. 

And here it did not reft, but prefently they began to caft fome afperfions up- 
on the Lieutenant, loading him with Calumnies, and moft improbable untruths, 
that he fliould be much under the pcrfuafions of the Coftys, and had fome in- 
clinations for the Mufty, for which they had no particular grounds.but what they 
cither fuggefted from the Lieutenants late marriage with a very virtuous and 
moft illuitrious Lady (but of the Mufty 's Religion;) or rather his own withdraw- 
ing himfelf from the ordinary and publick Devotions of the Ship; grounds (as* 
was generally thought) too mean and infirm to bottom fuch prejudices upon, a- 
gainit fo confidcrablc a pcrfon, as if it were rationally to be believed he would be 
fo infatuated as to truckle under the Mufty, or to betray the Jntercfts of tfr$£hip 
(wherein he hath fo great a fhare himfelf) to a foreign yoke or fervitude, which 
made many of the more moderate fort of the Mariners fufpc6t the credibility of 
the detectors in all or every circumftancc of their detection; (though as to the 
main, nothing can be clearer) having alfo muttered fomething againlt thcCapr. 
own Lady,ns it flic (hould have been made privy to this Confoiracy againft thcCapt. 
And now it was not long'aftcr, that oncof the chief Phyncians of the Ship be- 
ing examined and tryed before the Judg-advocatc for confpiring againft the Life 
ofthc Capt. \vho>flnaing the Evidence againft him not to be fo pofitive and con- 
vincing, as they were in fome former Tryals before him ; and being loth to have 
the blood of any man upon him, that lay not under greater circumftanccs of 
conviction, than could by the evidence that day be made out againft the Phyfi- 
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ciah, forbore to give any particular charge about it; but left it fairly to his Aflef 
forsj who having acquitted him,many in the Ship became, much .concerned therc- 
ar,revihng the Judg- Advocate with many undue and undecent reproaches aeainft 
a pcrfon of his gravity and place, all which he bore with aji Equanimity worthy 
of his dignity,- and being afterwards Articled againft by the, fame Evidence the- 
fore the Capt. and his Jeffer Council J as if he had misbehaved himfelf upon the 
place of Judicatw^ at the Phyfician's TryaJJ, and other impertinent and unbe- 
coming things wherewith they charged him; he wds judged by the Council free 
from fuch criminations and afperfions, and left at his difcretion, to vindicate his 
Reputation and Dignity ,by any way he ftould think moft proper for it. 

But,my Lord, having omitted fome part of the Relation before; which concerrTd 
the. Lieutenant, I muft recur a little back, to tell your Lorrffliip, that this fufoi- 
cion flying very high againft him, which being laid hold on by the Capt greater 
Council, they began to dart fome qucfiions asto the Lieutenant's right td fbeceed 
in the Command of the Ship, after the deceafe of the Cabt. (if he ihoujd happen 
to die without cbj drcn) which rhe Capt. quickly perceiving, did exprefly forbicf- 
but withal gave them leave to advifc upon, and fetle all other imaginable fecu- 
rities i for the good of the Ship (in fpirituals at well as temporals) as they could 
poflibly devife (the other way only excepted) arid togratitie them yet more gave 
ordertothe Lieutenant, to abfent himfelf with his Family from the Ship, which 
he very promptly obeyed j but the greater Council ftill infilling upon that point 
and no way minding to give the Capt. that fatisfa&ion he expected in order to 
his pubhek exigencies, he thought it fit (accordingro his undoubted right there- 
to) to put offthe greater. Council for a whi/ejiri the interim, the Capt. falling in- 
to a dangerous diftemper of Sickncfs, and the, ,Lieuter*anfc thinking himfelf ob- 
liged to pay hima vifit thereupon,ma^e;a private ftep to the Ship again, in order 
to that duty, which being nofooner performed/but the Capt. gave him order to 
teturrv from whence he came, which tprnmancUip obeyed as readily as the former 

And now,my Lord, remembring that about thejormer part of this Relation f 
told your Lordihip there was in this goodly .Veiflel Mariners of various Judg- 
ments and Opinions, I fliall therefore proceed to let your Lordfhip know that 
amongft them, there was a confidence Cr# of Pharifaical Chriftiahs,who think 
they out-do all, others in fan&ity and holinefs of profeilion, but a people verv 
much detracting from.itnd cenforious of all others, whb ^rc not of the fame pro- 
feflion With them j thefe, I fay being of . u#afie and reftlefs natures, never left 
hammering ftrange Innovations into the heads qf fome of the Pilots thereby to 
divert the courfe and fteerage of the Ship out of its ordinary courfe of bivine 
Worlhip; and becaufe they were reftrained in their own way (it being contrary 
'V 1 ?/ 1 . . ° rd ^ the y Proceeded to raife a mutiny in fome out-parts 'of the Ship' 
which (like an Jgmjatuus Joon up, foon bur* and mif leading many into its pre- 
cipices) was quickly allayed, bytheCondud of our young Standard-bearer and 
all things fccmedcjUiet again; but this Party (together with fome others in the 
inner-part* of the Ship) concluding from the Indigencies and benignity of the 
Standard bearer (Who had (pared many of the Mutineers, where by MarJialLaw 
he might have proceeded with the greater feverity againft them) and taking that 
to proceed from deflgti, which only proceeded from generofity, they begun to 
fancy him their Patron and Defender, ahd to talk, at a ftrange rate about it which 
(together with fome private Cabals coming to the ears or the Capr.) he thought 
it fit even i for the Standard- bearer's good, to fever him frofn fuch company, by 
laying his Commands upon him, to abfent himfelf alfo from the Shib 
which he readily obeyed; but within a fliort while after (being as it was gene- 
rally thought, influenced upoft by fome 6f thefc tineafle people) returned thither 
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again, without the order or approbation of the Capt, which ir.ccr.fing him and 
R 7ving now Order for his retreat again, he did hot yield that ready etc dunce 
(hereunto, which all men that entirely loved him, and would have ventured ve- 
ry much for him, could have widied lie had done; whereupon the- Caw who 
had only fufpended him from the .uffr of fome benefkia Places he had before. 
Gave otfcrlfJow for thedifpofing of rlicm into other hands, to ihe grief of mj{*y 
hVneft Mariners, and perhaps to the 1 difquiet of the Capt. himfclf (who had •an 
exwabrdinary affctfibn for him) but feeing no other way to $c;nch the *ood# 
flames of thole, whbhad'but too; much abufed J,f^'^#Ja- 
t urc of the Standard-bearc*r, he thought himfelf obliged, to taW this coUH?, gra- 
ifently forefceing, that' when thefc uneafie people had but once got thfc^nijn 
ferved byhim, their next courfe would be cither to ovcrturh'ljipi, er at thc-btif, 
to have left him in the hirch for all: . ; ; ' ' . , . '„_„, 

. And how the time drawing nigh; for the meeting of the creator Council loifne 
of thefc Intriguing people had fo ordered it, that many of the^ariners ycf0of- 
licited to make SubfcriptionS tothe Petitions for tb<S meeting thereof wh«h 
being Meed by the Capt. and all thO moderate an'd qWet'Jort of theMarmers, 
to be an undue, and an urifafc waf of proceeding, and fet,6n'<on purpofe).tcrot- 
trudc fomething upon the Capt. to the prejudice of the tiedtenant (for .^bm 
he, hath alfo a very great affedtioiO'he thought it fit to W them off for fomfe 
time 4 more, forefeeing (as it happened not many^ears before^ that thefeSub- 
r . ■ • • .._. _. i__ l_i^i.« ...:►!, ~~~r.A«* n uit>Jhnn\Virrti ar-rhe Cohvcflrion-clace- 



fcriptions being to be batkt with confiderableiiumbers at-the Convcrttion-place. 
theic Ingencers would foon'htfve n found the\Way to dilcriminate thcmlelves a 
Varrv and to have known who fhould have been of their Ovaries fo that from 
thence it was obfetved by many,that if it had"nbtbeen for thefe umbragious and 
fufpicious courfes, the meeting at that 'time had not been put off one day 

And now the Capt: not perceiving the effc&s he had prom Ifed hiriiftjf from 
the Lieutenant's abfehee,- which he had principally caufed to gratifieTom^hu- 
mours which yet he faw ftrll pe'rfitVing in *heir unquiet cbitrfcs, hatHthfebght 
itrcafonable to rccallhirh'tb the^hip>gairt;'bU*w«houtany part of theGoVerri- 
ment at prefent : the Standard-bearer rfemafoHtefckewife inftcrj fecWded **yct 
from all his former Officesand Commands : Untohis pofture, under this Crtfis 
of Affairs was this goodly and beautiful Vcflfe^ at the' coming away of this-dif. 
patch, for whofe fafety I am always bound to- pray, being commanded 6^ one 
of the braveft Heroes in the world. v .'-'."'' - . .-. ■.'.'■ 
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